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	President’s Report
Millmerran Arts Council 2024
As the year draws to a close, the Millmerran Arts Council reflects on an incredibly fulfilling 2024, filled with gratitude for the unwavering support and commitment of the community and all involved. The warmth and generosity of spirit within the local area has been a driving force behind the year’s success, and it is with immense appreciation that the Arts Council acknowledges those who contributed to the organization’s achievements.
The heart of the Council lies within the dedication and hard work of its exceptional committee members. Special thanks are extended to Pat Taylor (Vice President), Sherlye Rogers (Secretary and Treasurer), Eileen Walker (Assistant Treasurer), Natasha Hollis, Leanne Brittain, Nell MacQueen (Exhibitions Officer), Raelene Antonio, Bronwen Fitzroy-Ezzy, and Catherine Farrington. Each member’s tireless efforts, passion, and commitment have been integral to the Arts Council’s growth and success throughout the year.
2024 saw the Council hosting six captivating exhibitions at the Kenneth MacQueen Foyer in the library. These exhibitions not only showcased the incredible talents of local and regional artists but also served as a testament to the vibrant creative pulse that runs through Millmerran. In addition to these exhibitions, the Arts Council orchestrated a series of outstanding events and shows that brought the community together and enriched the cultural landscape of the town.
Our schedule of extraordinary exhibitions included works by the Year 9 & 10 students from Millmerran State School, Clay Dempsey’s Indigenous Art, Ryan Potter’s Contemporary Art and Jewellery, Nancy Sayers and Majella Proctor’s Together Again, the Reflections - An Exploration in Fibre exhibit by the Darling Downs Textile Art Group, and Vintage Saws by Paul Brittain during the Camp Oven Period. These exhibitions brought rich and diverse artistic expressions to the community, further enhancing the cultural landscape of Millmerran.
One of the standout moments of the year was the support provided for the Whalebone performance by Jens Altheimer, which took place on the 27th of August. This event offered students from Millmerran State School and St. Joseph’s Primary School an opportunity to engage with a thought-provoking and entertaining performance. The students’ excitement and engagement were a testament to the power of live performance, and the circus workshop conducted by Jens for students from St. Joseph’s further added to the event’s success, inspiring young minds to explore their creative potential.
The spirit of creativity continued to shine at the Under 8s Day held at Millmerran State School. The Arts Council was proud to provide an activity that encouraged children to use their imagination to create inventions and creations from recycled and salvaged items. The results were nothing short of inspiring, and it was a true delight to see the young participants’ ideas take shape. This activity also wonderfully tied into the Whalebone workshop, adding an extra layer of creativity and learning to the experience.



The Council’s support for local artisans was highlighted at the Mother’s Day Market, where a stall was run to showcase and sell their beautiful works. All funds raised were donated to the Yallambee Auxiliary, a cause that is near and dear to the community.
On the 4th of October, the Waiting for Brenda performance brought the Camp Oven spirit to life, offering toe-tapping tunes and lively entertainment that attracted both locals and travellers to the Cultural Centre. The performance fostered a sense of community and joy that exemplified the warmth and connection at the heart of Millmerran.
Another notable event was the Acoustic Guitar Spectacular held on the 3rd of August at the Millmerran Bowls Club. The evening was filled with exceptional guitar performances, including the mesmerizing talents of Michael Fix. The Bowls Club generously provided a fantastic venue, and their support, especially through their wonderful platters, made the event truly memorable.
In October, Morning Melodies at the Cultural Centre provided a wonderful opportunity for the community to come together over music and morning tea. With Cathy Drummond’s stellar performance and the backing of Millmerran Community Support Service, this event was another shining example of the power of community engagement through the arts.
The Arts Council also supported other beloved community events such as Community Movie Nights and the Halloween Disco, where mystery boxes added an element of fun and excitement as participants guessed the spooky surprises hidden inside.
The Millmerran Arts Council is deeply thankful for the support of its partners, including DA Hall, Acconia Energy, Millmerran Community Support Service, Millmerran Library, Millmerran Bowls Club, and the entire Millmerran community. It is through this collective support that the Arts Council continues to thrive and serve the community’s cultural needs.
Looking ahead to 2025, the Millmerran Arts Council is excited for the opportunities the new year will bring. The goal remains to continue offering innovative arts and cultural events, programs, and workshops that engage people of all ages and backgrounds, fostering a deeper sense of connection and participation. The Council looks forward to welcoming new members and working alongside the community to ensure that Millmerran remains a hub of creativity, inspiration, and cultural pride.
In closing, the Arts Council expresses its profound gratitude to all who have made 2024 a remarkable year. Together, as a community, we will continue to celebrate, create, and inspire in the years to come.
Warmest regards,
Millmerran Arts Council
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